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Foreword

Streets Alive Yarra is a non-profit, volunteer, resident and ratepayer action group with a 
vision for more trees, wider footpaths and vibrant businesses in thriving neighbourhoods. 
We see our streets being used by people from all ages, irrespective of whether they walk, 
roll on a wheelchair, cycle, use public transport or drive. Residents and shoppers should 
be able to move safely, comfortably, and conveniently around Yarra; and park near shops.


Image credit: OCULUS Landscape Architecture and Urban Design 

Streets Alive Yarra was founded in 2017 and now has over 2,800 followers on Facebook. A 
network of local champions develops concepts and proposals for how to improve their 
local street or precinct. Streets Alive Yarra is also a member of the Victoria Walks 
Walkability Action Group network.

Further information is available at: streets-alive-yarra.org/about.
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https://www.streets-alive-yarra.org/vision/
https://www.streets-alive-yarra.org/20-minute-neighbourhoods/
https://www.streets-alive-yarra.org/8-to-80-cities/
https://streets-alive-yarra.org/about/


Introduction

Streets Alive Yarra works to build a more beautiful, liveable and accessible city. We believe 
that art is important. One of the many reasons to support art is because it helps people to 
awaken their imagination, which is key to developing the ability to imagine a better future 
that we all contribute to.


Art is important because it helps awake imagination.  

Art is more than an activity that occurs in a studio; it can also occur on our streets as part 
of everyday life, and thus interact with many more people. This document focuses on 
those aspects of art which are associated with streets.
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Yarra colour palette

Council could develop and adopt a colour palette. This could be used on the website, 
newsletters, wayfinding signs, street paving, etc. A colour palette can be more than just 
the paint colours found on “heritage” homes, it can also reflect broader definitions of 
heritage or culture. A colour, material and texture palette could guide architects and 
builders. A colour palette could also be a form of marketing, to distinguish Yarra and 
subliminally attract people to visit the municipality. A colour palette does not have to be an 
extra regulatory burden, it can be optional or aspirational.




The logo shows two colours, but could be expanded into a palette with broad application. 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Make art part of infrastructure

Council could make art part of infrastructure, especially where it only adds a small extra 
cost. For example, instead of a footpath with only a single material or colour, council could 
use a “Yarra pattern”. The following examples are from Sunshine.


Example of art as infrastructure (paving in Sunshine). Image credit: Streets Alive Yarra. 

Example of art as infrastructure (paving in Sunshine). Image credit: Streets Alive Yarra. 
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Example of art as infrastructure (bike parking hoops). 

Example of art as infrastructure (traffic signals). 
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Leverage art to build a cycle of care

Council could use art as a force for good, to progressively build a self reinforcing cycle of 
collaboration, respect and care. If people see that the public environment is clean, loved 
and appreciated, then this can decrease apathy, and increase mutual care and respect, 
leading to more people wishing to contribute to public life.


Council can leverage art to build a cycle of care. Image credit: Streets Alive Yarra. 

Council could encouraging residents to take “ownership”, at no cost to council, of a small 
patch of public infrastructure, such as the verge in front of their home or a nearby green 
infrastructure around a tree. If people can plant flowers then they will also weed and pick 
up rubbish. If people see a clean neat garden, there is a higher probability they will pick up 
their dog poo. If residents maintain an art garden for a certain period of time, e.g. a year, 
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council can offer a low cost reward, such as a small high quality sign on a stake, saying 
“This art garden brought to you by your neighbour XXXX”.


Council can offer hundreds of blank canvases (left image) for art gardens (right image). Image 
credits: Streets Alive Yarra. 

Council could encourage minor art works, at no cost to council, that repair or improve 
infrastructure, such as tiles that repair a footpath. Council can publish guidelines to artists, 
such as required material durability or surface flatness. Council can make it clear that the 
art is ephemeral, if council or a utilities contractor needs to dig up the footpath, then the 
art will be lost.


Council can encourage citizen art. Image credit: https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/
gallery/2021/may/01/the-artist-who-fills-potholes-with-mosaics-in-pictures  
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Add art around schools

Council could allow schools to add art to their immediate environment, at no cost to 
council. For example, each school has a set of streets around them. These streets are 
seen and interacted with, by hundreds of students, teachers and parents, each day. 
“Street art” or “asphalt art” can be done for reasonably low cost, and it can be student led. 
If it wears out after a few years, then it’s an opportunity for another generation of students 
to reimagine the space. The examples below show a concept for Griffith Street at 
Richmond High School.


Concept for Griffith and Palmer Streets, showing both a narrowing of the crossing distance, as well 
as art. Image credit: Streets Alive Yarra, Elizabeth Honey. 

Concept for Griffith and Palmer Streets. Image credit: Streets Alive Yarra, Elizabeth Honey. 
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Link artists with canvases

Council could act as an agent, for little cost, with a website showing examples, to 
introduce artists with owners of canvases, which could be the sides of buildings.


Mural on Chandler Highway. Image credit: Major Road Projects on YouTube. 

Examples of buildings as canvases. Image credits: Google Street View. 

Examples of resident looking for an artist. Image credit: Facebook Group. 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https://youtu.be/N5LPjra5rHM


Art for business

Council can support art as gateways to shopping streets, such as art installed on a railway 
overpass (e.g. the overpass at Swan Street), or a light installation under a railway 
overpass. For larger, higher cost installations, council could link artists with state 
government grant opportunities.


Example artwork on railway overpass at a shopping street. Image credit: Google Maps. 

Example light artwork in underpass. Image credit: Coolon LED on YouTube. 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https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.8688568,144.9940937,3a,75y,280.91h,89.13t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sN2AYQ7XdAFMdldsCv8rvFA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
https://youtu.be/eQ7qbo_094U


Life as art

Council can continue to support life as art. People are social creatures who like to respond 
to other people in public places. The way people dress, behave and interact with each 
other in public places, is a type of art. Council can continue to reallocate street space to 
support placemaking where life as art can take place. Council can support resident-led 
proposals for art in public places, such as the “Let’s Enhance Gleadell Street” proposal for 
art in Rowy Lane.


Life as art in a parklet. Image credit: Goldy’s Tavern. 

Concluding remarks

Streets Alive Yarra would be delighted to provide further detail or explanation of the 
themes raised in this document.
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