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Foreword

Streets Alive Yarra is a non-profit, volunteer, resident and ratepayer action group with a 
vision for more trees, wider footpaths and vibrant businesses in thriving neighbourhoods. 
We see our streets being used by people from all ages, irrespective of whether they walk, 
roll on a wheelchair, cycle, use public transport or drive. Residents and shoppers should 
be able to move safely, comfortably, and conveniently around Yarra; and park near shops.


Image credit: OCULUS Landscape Architecture and Urban Design 

Streets Alive Yarra was founded in 2017 and now has over 2,900 followers on Facebook. A 
network of local champions develops concepts and proposals for how to improve their 
local street or precinct. Streets Alive Yarra is also a member of the Victoria Walks 
Walkability Action Group network.

Further information is available at: streets-alive-yarra.org/about.
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https://streets-alive-yarra.org/about/


Summary

Streets Alive Yarra Inc. calls on the Albanese Government to improve:


• freedom, 

• access, and 

• public health and wellbeing; 


by supporting investments in walking and biking across Australia. 

We suggest the following actions:


• Redirect funding from commuter car parks at train stations toward walking, e-biking, 
bike parking, and buses.


• Link federal road funding to state governments with requirements to upgrade all roads 
in their jurisdiction to a 5-star safety rating, defined by AusRAP.


• Manage congestion on federal highways with demand responsive driving charges.

• Support 30 km/h for local, non-arterial streets.

• Lead the adoption of uniform national best-practice design guidelines for networks of 

footpaths and bike lanes.

• Offer targeted subsidies for the purchase of electric bikes, especially electric cargo 

bikes.

• Subsidies for electric bikes offer more benefits per dollar than subsidies for electric 

cars, including improvements in population health, and reductions in congestion, air 
pollution, and road maintenance costs.


• Fund walking and biking on council controlled streets via recurring grants of $100 per 
person per year to each council in Australia.


Further information is available at:

• https://streets-alive-yarra.org/actions/ 

• https://streets-alive-yarra.org/freedom/ 

• https://streets-alive-yarra.org/better-for-health/ 

• https://streets-alive-yarra.org/better-for-our-climate/  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https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/ausrap-star-rating-australias-national-network-of-highways/
https://streets-alive-yarra.org/actions/
https://streets-alive-yarra.org/freedom/
https://streets-alive-yarra.org/better-for-health/
https://streets-alive-yarra.org/better-for-our-climate/


A bold vision

The Gear Change report from the UK offers guidance for the Australian Government on 
how to develop and then deliver a bold vision for cycling and walking. 


Gear Change report. Image credit: UK Department for Transport. 

Concluding remarks

Streets Alive Yarra would be delighted to provide further detail or explanation of the 
themes raised in this document.
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