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Foreword

Streets Alive Yarra is a non-profit, volunteer, resident and ratepayer action group with a 
vision for more trees, wider footpaths and vibrant businesses in thriving neighbourhoods. 
We see our streets being used by people from all ages, irrespective of whether they walk, 
roll on a wheelchair, cycle, use public transport or drive. Residents and shoppers should 
be able to move safely, comfortably, and conveniently around Yarra; and park near shops.


Image credit: OCULUS Landscape Architecture and Urban Design 

Streets Alive Yarra was founded in 2017 and now has over 2,900 followers on Facebook. A 
network of local champions develops concepts and proposals for how to improve their 
local street or precinct. Streets Alive Yarra is also a member of the Victoria Walks 
Walkability Action Group network.

Further information is available at: streets-alive-yarra.org/about.


INQUIRY ROAD SAFETY BEHAVIOURS 2

https://streets-alive-yarra.org/about/


Context

Streets Alive Yarra is a group of people. We have stories about children who feel unsafe 
walking or cycling to school, about parents who would like to age for longer in their own 
home, and about friends who want to see more trees as well as experience more public 
open space. We’re people who support social justice and equity, and the freedom to get to 
schools, shops, sport or the library, irrespective of whether we walk, roll on a wheelchair, 
cycle, use public transport or drive.


Image credits: supporters of Streets Alive Yarra 
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During COVID-19

During the COVID-19 pandemic millions of people experienced the freedom of being able 
to walk and bike on local streets with low volumes of motor vehicle traffic. 

Post the pandemic, people lost that freedom, as our streets returned to the same 
dangerous conditions that existed pre the pandemic. 


Impact on road users

Millions of people now realise how liberating it is to be able to walk or bike without fear of 
being struck by a person driving a motor vehicle. They’ve felt that it can happen on their 
own streets, not just on streets in Europe. They are now calling for safe travel 
infrastructure, such as 30 km/h zones, traffic calming, modal filters, slow points, wombat 
crossings, school streets, and a network of protected bike lanes.

At the same time, Melbourne’s population density is increasing, traffic congestion is 
increasing, and people are finding that driving and parking no longer offers the fastest or 
most convenient way to get around, especially for short journeys.


A wonderful opportunity

The state government has a wonderful opportunity to leverage this new mood of support 
for a more beautiful, liveable and accessible city, by:


• Learning from the Netherlands ‘Sustainable Safety’ methodology.

• Collaborating with other states and territories to align on national design guidelines for 

infrastructure for walking and biking.

• Revising the Speed Zoning Policy to enable councils to designate 30 km/h zones.

• Funding walking and biking on council controlled streets via grants of up to $100 per 

person per year to each council in Victoria, i.e. $10 million per year for the City of 
Yarra from a total of $0.7 billion per year.


• Delivering the VicRoads Principal Bicycle Network on state government controlled 
arterial roads, with a budget of $100 million per year; including revitalising arterial 
shopping streets with wider footpaths, protected bicycle lanes, protected intersections 
and level access tram stops.


• Giving councils authority to design and implement traffic control devices on local 
streets, e.g. to deliver wombat crossings and modal filters.


• Speeding up trams by using smart traffic lights to clear intersections as trams 
approach.


• Revising planning schemes to treat car parking as a separate land use (this will 
eliminate costly parking mandates from other land uses) for properties within 
the Principal Public Transport Network area.


• Expanding the off-street parking levy to encompass all properties within the Principal 
Public Transport Network area.


INQUIRY ROAD SAFETY BEHAVIOURS 4



• Managing congestion on state government controlled arterial roads by 
imposing demand responsive driving charges.





Victoria can learn from the Netherlands. Source: Netherlands Government 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https://www.kennisnetwerkspv.nl/getmedia/ce0099b7-ce77-4ce2-98c8-a7810662ef10/19-093-RO-SPV-Engels_v2.pdf.aspx


Further information

Our website offers supplemental information on a range of themes:


• https://streets-alive-yarra.org/safety/

• https://streets-alive-yarra.org/better-for-women/

• https://streets-alive-yarra.org/better-for-children/

• https://streets-alive-yarra.org/better-for-seniors/

• https://streets-alive-yarra.org/better-for-our-climate/

• https://streets-alive-yarra.org/better-for-health/


Concluding remarks

Streets Alive Yarra would be delighted to provide further detail or explanation of the 
themes raised in this document.


INQUIRY ROAD SAFETY BEHAVIOURS 6

info@streets-alive-yarra.org
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