FEEDBACK ON DRAFT PROPERTY

STRATEGY

Streets Alive Yarra supports the draft Property Strategy because it articulates a clear way
to free up funding (via disposal of less important or under-utilised assets) for the
acquisition of land for new green open space, or for capital expenditure on walking, biking,
trees, and place making.

According to state government housing targets, our population will double by 2050, which
indicates we need funding to acquire land for additional community assets such as new
green open space, or a neighbourhood house in each neighbourhood, and we believe that
it’'s appropriate to dispose of less important property so as to be able to deliver them.

Disposing of less important or under-utilised assets also offers a reduction in operating
costs, enabling savings to be re-directed toward capital expenditure to support a growing
population, such as footpaths, bike lanes, or pocket parks.

We support the draft strategic objectives because we believe they reflect, and align with,
the Community Vision, the Council Plan, and the Financial Sustainability Strategy.

We support the draft decision making framework, particularly the principle of “active
review of our properties”. Specifically, we support the roles and responsibilities for
acquisitions and disposals, because we need to act faster than we have in the past. We
believe the draft correctly reflects the roles of Councillors and Officers, i.e. Councillors
define a strategic direction and then Officers manage the operational delivery of that
strategy.

We are cautious regarding the increased delegation threshold of $10 million, because
Council has not offered evidence that the existing threshold (which we understand to be
$1 million) imposes an unreasonable delay or administrative burden to the disposal or
acquisition of properties.

Streets Alive Yarra would be delighted to provide further detail or explanation of the
themes raised in this document.
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About us

Streets Alive Yarra is a non-profit, volunteer, resident and ratepayer action group with a
vision for more trees, wider footpaths and vibrant businesses in thriving neighbourhoods.
We see our streets being used by people from all ages, irrespective of whether they walk,
roll on a wheelchair, cycle, use public transport or drive. Residents and shoppers should
be able to move safely, comfortably, and conveniently around Yarra; and park near shops.
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Streets Alive Yarra was founded in 2017 and now has over 3,000 followers on Facebook. A
network of local champions develops concepts and proposals for how to improve their
local street or precinct. Streets Alive Yarra is also a member of the Victoria Walks
Walkability Action Group network.

Further information is available at: streets-alive-yarra.org/about.
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