
Streets Alive Yarra Inc. broadly supports the draft Play Space Strategy, and recommends
that it be modified as follows:

Use real walking distances (along footpaths) in the walkability analysis (instead of the
"radius" method) and include real barriers in the walkability analysis, such as Punt Road or
the Eastern Freeway, which can only be crossed at certain locations. These barriers have a
significant impact upon real walking distances, especially at 400 metres or less.

Excerpt from the draft - showing inconsistent analysis

Exclude “complementary” play spaces from the gap analysis because they aren’t
contributory. For example, the tiny patches of grass at Wangaratta Street or Stephenson
Street (locations 52 or 63 on Map 2) are simply small spots for office workers to sit and eat
their lunch. From the perspective of an analyst, complementary play spaces may well be
“critical components to meet walkability requirements” (page 38) but from the perspective of
a parent, they aren’t contributory.

Example of a complementary play space (Stephenson Street, location 63 on Map 2) that should be excluded
from the gap analysis. Image credit: Apple Maps.
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Use smaller walking distances for smaller play spaces, e.g. 350 metres for
"neighbourhood", 300 metres for "small neighbourhood", 250 metres for "local", and 200
metres for "small local", compared with 400 metres for "city wide" play spaces. This will have
a significant impact on the gap analysis and more starkly highlight the neighbourhoods which
require new play spaces.

Egan Park (location 36) and Barkly Gardens (location 17) are not the same - they should have different walk
distances, e.g. 200 metres versus 400 metres. Image credits: Apple Maps.

Actually propose new play spaces in the identified gaps instead of merely planning
refurbishment of existing play spaces (that are, by definition, outside the gaps). For example,
Map 7 shows proposed investments that fail to fill the gaps that are shown in Map 6.

Map 6 identifies gaps yet Map 7 proposes investments that fail to address the gaps. As a bonus, these maps
reference the City of Merri-bek instead of the City of Yarra.
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Section 8 claims that the council has developed a 10 year action plan that will put the
strategy into action, and does reference the gap analysis, but then fails to recommend any
new play spaces to fill the gaps. To resolve this, the Play Space Strategy should call for:

● the necessary funding to acquire land for new open space (as should the Yarra Open
Space Strategy), or

● acceleration of the Roads to Parks Program

About us

Streets Alive Yarra is a non-profit, volunteer, resident and ratepayer action group with a
vision for more trees, wider footpaths and vibrant businesses in thriving neighbourhoods. We
see our streets being used by people from all ages, irrespective of whether they walk, roll on
a wheelchair, cycle, use public transport or drive. Residents and shoppers should be able to
move safely, comfortably, and conveniently around Yarra; and park near shops.

Image credit: OCULUS Landscape Architecture and Urban Design

Streets Alive Yarra was founded in 2017 and now has over 3,000 followers on Facebook. A
network of local champions develops concepts and proposals for how to improve their local
street or precinct. Streets Alive Yarra is also a member of the Victoria Walks Walkability
Action Group network, and Better Streets Australia. Further information is available at:
streets-alive-yarra.org/about.
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