
Streets Alive Yarra Inc. thanks the Department of Transport and Planning for the opportunity
to provide input into the new Plan for Victoria.

As an organisation that advocates for a more beautiful, liveable, and accessible city, we
believe that people of all ages and abilities should be free to safely access any property in
the City of Yarra (and within Greater Melbourne), irrespective of whether they choose to
walk, roll on a wheelchair, cycle, use public transport or drive - and that it’s our responsibility
as a community to invest in infrastructure to deliver that freedom.

We recommend that Plan for Victoria include the following actions:

● Deliver the VicRoads Principal Bicycle Network on state government controlled
arterial roads, with a budget of $100 million per year; including revitalising arterial
shopping streets with wider footpaths, protected bicycle lanes, protected
intersections and level access tram stops.

● Give councils authority to design and implement traffic control devices on local
streets, e.g. to deliver wombat crossings and modal filters (as has been done in
NSW); and the authority to designate 30 km/h zones, via a revision to the Speed
Zoning Policy.

● Fund walking and biking on council controlled streets via infrastructure grants of up to
$100 per person per year to each council in Victoria, i.e. $10 million per year for
Yarra from a total of $0.7 billion per year.

● Eliminate costly parking mandates from all planning schemes across Victoria, which
will reduce the cost of housing and reduce the subsidy of driving.

● Expand the off-street parking levy to encompass all inner-city properties within the
Principal Public Transport Network area, and return the revenue to the Local
Government Areas (LGAs) from which the revenue was derived.

● Require inner-city LGAs to comply with competitive neutrality by charging market
rates for on-street parking.

● Speed up buses and trams by using smart traffic lights to clear intersections as buses
or trams approach.

● Manage driving congestion on state government controlled roads by imposing
demand responsive driving charges.

● Develop and implement an Integrated Transport Plan for greater Melbourne, based
on the Melbourne Rail Plan 2020-2050 and the NSW Future Transport Strategy.
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About us

Streets Alive Yarra is a non-profit, volunteer, resident and ratepayer action group with a
vision for more trees, wider footpaths and vibrant businesses in thriving neighbourhoods. We
see our streets being used by people from all ages, irrespective of whether they walk, roll on
a wheelchair, cycle, use public transport or drive. Residents and shoppers should be able to
move safely, comfortably, and conveniently around Yarra; and park near shops.
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Streets Alive Yarra was founded in 2017 and now has over 3,000 followers on Facebook. A
network of local champions develops concepts and proposals for how to improve their local
street or precinct. Streets Alive Yarra is also a member of the Victoria Walks Walkability
Action Group network, and Better Streets Australia. Further information is available at:
streets-alive-yarra.org/about.
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